Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 173874 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO COME-OO EB-08 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 /031 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV:ITREICHEL:PIP 
APPROVED BY EUR/SOV:MGARRISON 
COMMERCE/BEWT - JBROUGHER 

074968 260420Z/21 

R 252316Z IUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 173874 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EEWT, UR, US, TECH 

SUBJECT: DUPONT DISCUSSIONS OF CHLOROPRENE WITH SOVIETS 

REF: MOSCOW 10259 

1 . DEPARTMENT DISCUSSED CHLOROPRENE PROBLEM WITH 
KNOWLEDGEABLE PERSONS AT DUPONT HEADQUARTERS IN 
WILMINGTON. LATTER STATED THAT DR. JOHN KLACSMANN, VICE 
PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, 
WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED SHAPIRO TO MOSCOW, HAS RAISED THE 
MATTER WITH VYACHESLAV F. STEPANOV, SOVIET EMBASSY MEDICAL 
COUNSELOR HERE. KLACSMANN HAD PROPOSED TO STEPANOV THAT 
US AND SOVIET SCIENTIFIC EXPERTS MEET IN MOSCOW TO COMPARE 
DATA ON THE CHLOROPRENE PROBLEM. STEPANOV HAD LEFT 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER FOR VACATION IN MOSCOW SAYING THAT HE 
WOULD DISCUSS DUPONT'S IDEA FOR A MEETING WITH HIS 
SUPERIORS. LIKEWISE CHEMICAL MINISTER KOSTANDOV HAD 
PROMISED SHAPIRO THAT HE WOULD INVESTIGATE THE PROBLEM. 
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2. DUPONT EXPECTS TO HEAR FROM KOSTANDOV AND STEPANOV AT 
THE END OF AUGUST OR THE BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER. UNTIL 
THEN THE COMPANY DOES NOT BELIEVE INTERVENTION BY 

DEPARTMENT IS NECESSARY. DUPONT APPRECIATED DEPARTMENT 
AND EMBASSY INTEREST, HOWEVER, AND PROMISED TO REMAIN IN 
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